This talk is based on Henry B Eyring's talk at the 2023 general conference “Finding Personal Peace”.  But it is only about the thoughts that talk inspired in me, so don't expect anything really profound.  For that you should just re-listen to his talk.





While I was listening to his talk, I thought back to a story a friend of mine told me in about 1978 or so.   This friend had acquired a 12 foot bull whip.  One day he was practicing with the whip and was getting pretty good at hitting a target.  As he tried different techniques, he made a mistake and ended up whipping himself.  He said the pain was blinding.  He fell down and couldn't move consumed in pain for several minutes.  He then said that if anyone ever whipped him he would HAVE to kill him.





At first I thought:  Just whipping him back wouldn't be enough for you?  You would have to do worse?  But then I thought back on my own childhood and if one of my brothers caused me pain, my immediate reaction was to want to hurt them back and if I did, I had a tendency to make sure I delivered more pain than I received.  





This is the reaction of the “Natural Man”.  The slightest wrong that is started  in the world is magnified through each person until we find ourselves in what Milton calls the the capitol city of hell – that being “Pandemonium”.  All demons being attacked by all others and desperately trying to inflict more pain than they are receiving.  





An eye for an eye leaves the whole world blind.  One eye is taken and that demands another and that another.  Worse yet, justice is not satisfied, for as last sight goes out of the world there is no eye for the last eye.  Yet it is not right to use the word justice here – the proper word in vengeance.  And by this means even an accidental harm is and endless cycle of evil.  





Now, as we contemplate that grim picture, imagine that there is one person in the world that says STOP. Imagine that there is someone that says even though there was a wrong done to me, I will not pass it on.  Even though there is evil in the world, I will not be the means that more evil might enter.   





This person would rightly be called a peacemaker  (and not the Colt .45 kind).  He might be called a Christian if it were not for the fact that every other major religion has this same admonition.  Now, remembering that 90% of the worlds population claim to be followers of one of these major religions,  imagine a world with this many peacemakers.  Yes there would still be problems but not nearly so many. 





Christ has told us return not evil for evil but return good.  In other words, do not let evil pass through you, but when evil arrives at your station, let good proceed from there. 


 


But brother Eyring's talk was on “Finding PERSONAL Peace”.  So far I have been talking about the world.  Personal peace in an internal thing.  That echoing voice inside that lashes out against wrongs done to us.  





It is one thing to not  lash out with our fist, but quite another to stop lashing out in our mind.  How much harder is it to say to ourselves “even though a wrong was done to me, I refuse to keep inflicting upon myself”.  Put like that, it doesn't seem like it should be hard at all, and yet it remains the harder of the two.  





I once saw a cartoon of a character – red faced, stomach churning and smoke coming from his ears. The caption simply read “When you hate, who do you hurt most?”  I saw that when I was about 12.   I haven't forgotten it yet.  





Let's turn to a real world situation that happened when I first joined the church.  In Provo, there was a traffic accident in which a boy, one week away from leaving on his mission, was killed by a drunk driver who received only minor injuries.  The parents of the missionary requested that all charges be dropped against the driver and reached out to him to console him on his injuries.  





I marveled at the strength that it must have taken, after such a horrible tragedy, to have compassion on the source of so much pain.   The parents of the boy said that after so much harm, what good could come from inflicting more harm?   In a situation like that could I be that strong?  I doubt it.  





But I know that such forgiveness does not come through strength.  It come from the realization that even this person is a child of god and therefore my brother, and if I have Christ's love in my heart it takes no strength at all.  Compassion flows naturally from a limitless well.   





And in the halls of decision in my mind, which am I more attracted to?  Love and compassion or hate and vengeance?  Put like that, the choice is easy but, so many still find it so hard. 





So if someone has grievously hurt me – can I come to them and say “In spite of all you have done, I forgive you. I have compassion for all you have suffered and I welcome you as a friend”?  





If I have Christ's love in my heart, I can, because it is his love that is the infinite source, and I can only hope one day Christ will say to me “In spite of all you have done, I forgive you. I have compassion for all you have suffered and welcome you as a friend.    





And I say these things in the name of the source of limitless compassion, Jesus Christ. Amen.  








  


  








  














