The talk I was given for a basis was Elder Eyring's talk given in the October 2018 Conference entitled Try, Try, Try.   I listened to it and read it several times through.  It was very personal and emotional presentation.  I decided that I couldn't revisit his reason for the title – if you re-listen to the talk you will be reminded why.  

Instead I thought I would expand upon something else he brought to light.

In that talk he speaks much of the personal trials we all face.  And, though we all face trials,  isn't it remarkable how different those trials are.  Each of us face a very personalized “refiners fire”.  And how could it be otherwise?  We are all different instruments in the hands of the Lord.  In making an orchestra,  the heat that extrude a bell is very different from the knife that carves wood.  

The resulting instruments are quite different from each other but each is perfect in its own way.   The holes and curves made in you now become the instrument of harmony in heaven that only you can provide. 

I have often thought of myself as an instrument.  A woodwind with a double reed,  and a very tall long rosewood pipe.  I'm sure some others see this instrument when they look at me because I sometimes here them mutter the name under their breath.  It is called a “baffoon”.

No sense for the triangle to look at the kettle drum and ponder how far he must have to go to be like that.    In a sense we are all closer to perfection than we might sometimes think. But in another sense our perfecting process will be no mere 100 or so years.  Eternity is a much longer road than our brief stay here.  

But as to NOW - what shall we do?     Do prayerfully what you can do – all you can do and, if it be right, the Lord will do the rest.  

Quite some time ago my family had decided through much prayer and discussion to make a very big change in our lives.  When each of us had prayed individually and had come to our family council with the same affirmation we set things in motion.  Many things were planned but at one point we found we were missing some documentation to complete things on time.   This being a time before the internet we gathered up all the documents we had and went to the state licensing office to get the remaining document.  

Though we had what seemed like more than enough to us, the official said that we needed something more.  Dejected we walked back out to the car.  It would take weeks to get what we needed and much of the rest of the plan would not wait that long.  We climbed back into the car and looked at each other and said “Now what?”  

We sat there pondering what more we could possibly do when there was a knock at the car window.   It was the official from the state office who had just turned us down.  He's asked us to come back in and he would issue the document we had requested.  He said “you seem like nice people. ” There could be no clearer indication to me than the Lord had touched his heart.

President Russell M. Nelson, said: “You who may be momentarily disheartened, remember, life is not meant to be easy. Trials must be borne and grief endured along the way. As you remember that ‘with God nothing shall be impossible’ (Luke 1:37), know that He is your Father. You are a son or daughter created in His image, entitled through your worthiness to receive revelation to help with your righteous endeavors. 

Try, Try, Try is the ultimate formula for perfection.  For as long as we are willing to try, the Lord is there to help us to His goal for us.   As long as we do not say I WILL NOT learn,  I WILL NOT move along the path,  I WILL NOT let go of this sin,  nothing will stop us on our great journey towards perfection. 

CS Lewis says that - only those who are successful rebels to the end manage to avoid heaven.   

I bear witness that as much as I am grateful to not have some of trials I have seen others have, I am just as grateful to have borne the personalized  trials the Lord has helped me through so far and I pray I will continue to learn ALL that the Lord has yet to teach me  - In the name of Jesus Christ - Amen 
